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Abstract:

A plethora of information exists in the literature regarding emergencies and disasters. Nevertheless,
significant gaps in the science related to nurses working during disasters are revealed. Few studies have
addressed the perspective of nurses and their intent to respond to future disasters. Because nurses are
invaluable to disaster response efforts, more research is essential to validate current findings and elucidate
the needs of nurses who respond to disasters and other health emergencies. There is a paucity of research
in the literature describing nurses' lived experiences of working during hurricanes. Natural disasters
inevitably inflict human suffering, and nurses are expected to respond and provide services during these
catastrophic times. Lost within this expectation are the experiences and concerns of the nurses who are
called upon and intend to respond to the disaster, and yet are themselves affected by the disaster.
Understanding the experiences and needs of nurses who decide to respond to the call of duty and work
during disasters remains unclear in the literature. Research in the area of disaster response intentions by
nurses becomes the initial step in understanding the phenomenon of working during a disaster and creating
innovative approaches that address working during disasters. Disaster policies have been developed and
implemented at the international, national, state, local, and hospital level. Nevertheless, disasters continue
to adversely impact communities and hospitals at all levels causing injuries, death, and destruction of
infrastructure. To reduce the impact of disasters, continued research is needed to inform and strengthen
future disaster policies. Knowledge gained from future research has great potential to inform nursing
education, research, and practice, as well as health policy related to the care of individuals and responders
before, during, and after disasters.
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Resource Description

Communication: X

resource focus on research or methods on how to communicate or frame issues on climate change;
surveys of attitudes, knowledge, beliefs about climate change

A focus of content

Communication Audience: X

audience to whom the resource is directed
Health Professional

O

Page 1 of 3


http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.ccell.2010.09.003
What is this?

What is this?

What is this?

What is this?

What is this?

What is this?


Climate Change and Human Health Literature Portal

Exposure : &
weather or climate related pathway by which climate change affects health
Extreme Weather Event
Extreme Weather Event: Flooding, Hurricanes/Cyclones, Wildfires
Geographic Feature: &
resource focuses on specific type of geography
None or Unspecified
Geographic Location: ™
resource focuses on specific location
Global or Unspecified
Health Co-Benefit/Co—Harm (Adaption/Mitigation): &

specification of beneficial or harmful impacts to health resulting from efforts to reduce or cope with
greenhouse gases

A focus of content
Health Impact: &
specification of health effect or disease related to climate change exposure
General Health Impact, Mental Health/Stress
Mental Health Effect/Stress: Stress Disorder
Intervention: ™
strategy to prepare for or reduce the impact of climate change on health
A focus of content
Medical Community Engagement: &

resource focus on how the medical community discusses or acts to address health impacts of climate
change

A focus of content

Mitigation/Adaptation: &

mitigation or adaptation strategy is a focus of resource

Adaptation

Population of Concern: A focus of content

Population of Concern: &

populations at particular risk or vulnerability to climate change impacts

Workers
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Resource Type: ™

format or standard characteristic of resource
Review

Timescale: &

time period studied

Time Scale Unspecified
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